
 

 

2009 AUSTRALIAN SAFARI 
 
Day two results  
 
Ben Grabham  = 16th after riding 100kms on the rim with no tyre 
Damien Grabham = 5th  
 
Race Team Manager Brad Williscroft quotes: 
 
“We got off to a strong start for day two of Safari, but unfortunately Ben Grabham 
had an incident today where spokes broke on his rear wheel, puncturing the wheel,” 
said Williscroft.  “Ben had to ride 100 kilometres on the rim and  he ended up getting 
to the service control, 1 hour and 5 minutes late.   
 
“The pit crew had 20 minutes to work on the bike in the service control, and they put 
a new wheel and tyre to get Ben back out in the track.  Ben proceeded onto the next 
special stage where he started way back in the field, but still ended up passing 20 
riders through thick dust to win the special test by over one minute to Todd Smith. 
 
“It was a dampener of a day, and it’s disappointing when Ben was chasing down the 
leaders early on, but that was today and now we’re focused on tomorrow, and we 
believe Ben can make up the difference up over the next five days to still claim the 
win.  There are another 2500 kilometres of special stages left so he has a strong 
chance. 
 
“Damian Grabham finished fifth today, he is sitting seven minutes behind the race 
leader Todd Smith.”   
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Ben Grabham off to a good start in early stages before rear wheel dramas 

 

Damien Grabham on course  



 

Ben Grabham riding into pits one hour late after riding the last 100 kilometres on the 

rim 

 

Mechanics hard at work preparing bikes for day three 



 
 

Race Team Manager, and mechanics going over plans to prep bike for day three 
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