
 

 
 

Born 12 December 2004  

Diagnosed with incurable cancer  - 12 December 2006 ... 

his 2nd  birthday  

 

 
9 December 2006 - 3 days before diagnosis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie and Adam Layton were blessed with a little boy who they  named Chad the ir life was 

perfect, Chadõs baby sister Bree born 27 th August 2 006 what more could you ask for?  

 

12 December 2006   

Diagnosed Aggressive Cancer - Neuroblastoma Stage 4  

 

It was Cha dõs 2nd  birthday when their world was turned upside down as they  were told 

that their beautiful baby boy had cancer.  

 

Chadõs baby sister is only 3months old. 

 

Chad had turned off his food, his stomach was swollen and rock hard . Julie and Adam 

took him to the local GP who  gave them a referral for an ultrasound a t Westme ad 

Childrenõs Hospital;  within an hour they were told that Chad had a large tumour in his 

tummy (about the size of a grapefruit). The doctors told Adam and Julie that they think it is 

cancer. They were admitted to hospital straight away and told that Chad would need 

Chemotherapy, Surgery & Radiation treatment for the next 9 months.  

 

 



19 December 2006   

Initial biopsy surgery, CT and MRI scans  to confirm the type of cancer.  

 

 
 

December 2007  

Chemo Round 1  

 

Tests confirm Chad ha s a rare and aggressive cancer called  Neuroblastoma Stage 4 ð. To 

this day there is no cure for this horrible disease.  

 

The primary solid tumour  is in Chadõs tumm y, it had also spread to his bone s & bone 

marrow. Chemotherapy is started immediately . 

 

He w ill require intense chemotherapy treatment  in an attempt to shrink the tumour ; major 

surgery to remove the tumo ur, high dose chemo, bone marrow transplant and  radiation 

treatment . 

 

Chad had surgery to have a central line (port) attached  to his heart  and coming out of 

his chest where the chemo is fed intravenously . 

 

So Chadõs treatment had begu n. Julie and Adam were taking turns sleeping overnight for 

weeks on end at Westmead Childrenõs Oncology ward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 2006  to April 2007   

Westmead Childrenõs hospital for intense treatment.  

 

Chad had 6 rounds of chemo, countless blood and platelet transfusions, several minor 

surgeries to remove staples of the tum our and  samples of his bone marrow.  

 

18th of April 2007  

First Major Surgery  

 

Chad  endures a 6 hour operation in an attempt to rem ove the tumour from his stomach.  

The surgeon also removed his right kidney and adrenal gland during the operation  as the 

tumour was totalling encasing these organs. Chad was fed through a nasal gastric tube . 

 

Intensive Chemotherapy blood transfusions and platelet transfusions continuedé 

 

 
January 2007  ð at home after chemo round 2  

 

 
February 2007  at home after Chemo Round 3 & 4  

 



 
Going to hospital for chemo Round 5 March 2007  

 

 
After 5 th round of chemo April 2007 ð just prior to major surgery  

 

 
After 6 th round of chemo -May 2007 in hospital grounds awaiting tests  

 



 
 

3rd of June 2007   

Before going to hospital ð High Dose Chemo / Hospitalized for 6 weeks  

 

Chad  was given chemo 3 times strong than ever before  in the final attempt to eradicate 

the remaining cancer cells. His body had no immunity, no red blood cells, he was in 

terrible pain, and he was on morphine and anti nausea drugs.  

 

5 June 200 7 

Isolated in hospital for 9 weeks  

 

Chad was put into  an  isolation  room  and was having his 7 th round of chemo and a  stem 

cell rescue ( bone marrow transplant) .  

 

He was not a llowed  out of his hospital room for 9 weeks , only Julie and Adam were 

al lowed  in and out as well as the doctors.   

 

He was so sick. Not only  did he lose  an unbelievable amount of weight, he also had to be 

fed intravenously  as he could not hold down any food.  He only weighed 11 kilos.  

 

 


